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at Bethesda’ 

ypstanjiiy^that fi^e. rpjeps£,o( ; tftiL 
autopsy' phQtographsjmd ^fi9iys of 
Resident Kennedy, t<*i competent ; 1(~ 

dfc&terested observers would end ' £'&■<> 

i 1 m ' ' ' 



the controversy about* the type! •%) 
az\d locations df ' 7 lhfc “late Presi- ArV* 
deht’s'-wounds. iy>i ^ .; 1? 
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WOUND LOCATION — Dr. J. Thornton Boswell said yeiter-A- 
day President Kennedy’s neck wound should havo been! k 
dicated where the X is, and not, as he did during theiflU4s 
topsy, where the dot on tho back is. Notations on the drawsoi 
ing are correct and precise, he said, indicating neck wound. * 



cannot simply tell you what we If,* 'y5 
round and make everybody in tho 1 

cdunbry*b&teve ItfK w ?<u *.■ •' >*' 

He said the pMMftftpluP and X- * r 



He said the pHtfcferBpluP and X- ; r > 
ra^ pftve^tpjoncIusW^ly that the 
facts a bout ' ' wo'ands^ as 

in Uig \fcarreij ^jtijnjlssion 
wer^orisistyht^b the 
6£ tho. autopsy. 
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In.- an interview, ywlerday.r Dr. 

Bosfrfell als^iscuidd - other as- 
pect* Vof the dUtbpsy r and the 
wounds that have led to a, host of ‘ f 
theory a boi^t^ shooting, and , w * , 
specu^tidn about^the number of > 
i’uilcfe.and ttfe ^nupb of ;ksaas- ‘ } 

S ^ B * fit i'/ ‘f 

He j$id therjeyas absolutely no 
•jpubt that thc^pn.iQversia/ neck > ./ 

4pid J&rpat wqund was caused by ^ i*. 
a 'bullet that entered the base of ; 
President. Kennedy ’s ; neck, passed v ..^ 
.completely . through the neck and 
‘ex it^f from U\e throat * ^ 

"Wrf££?s claiming a second as- 
sassfft W aa involved in Dallas on ' 



No'rem^j- 22,. 1S63, fi sugfeqst tha 
Presiqfpt waa^shot iirthe.ijyck by 
soinecne located in * 

Contributed To Controversy . ;* '• 

Dr. Boswell* himself, contribute - 
ed to the controversy with a 
sketch he made during the autop- 
sy indicating that the President 
had been shot lower in the back 
than the wound described in tha 
Warren Report. 

Yesterday^ he said that the er- 
ror did not' seem significant at the 
(time, since he assumed that the 
wound photographs would be avai- 
lable. 

In an interview at his home in 
Bethesda, Dr. Boswell, .who is 
now retired from the Navy and 
in private practice, recounted 
details of the entire autopsy. 

His remarks, in several in- 
stances, dealt with key matters « 
that are central to the theories 
of those critics who believe that 
more than one person killed the 
President 

Among the important points he 
made were these: 

L All of the shots that struck 
the President came from behind 
him. 

2. The President was struck by 
two bullets, one of which hit him 
in the head and disintegrated, 
uie other of which passed through 
his neck. 

3. There was no other bullet 
wound. 

4. The wound in the back of the 
neck, was without any doubt, one 
of entrance and not of exit. 

5. A report made by FBI ob- 

(Continued. Pave A A Cn *\ - 
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By RICHARD H.. LEVINS . , 

( Continued froth, £pfle,A D* 
servers present at the autopsy 1 
( inaccurately referred to a “Back” 
wound rather than V neck - wound 
. and should be dlscpunted.Wl i' 
v* Critics of the Whiten Commis- 
• si(B| - claim that ’ the QAfatanittion 
i depended dn whit isimeVn* ti the 
“single buflet theoitytV fb support ; 
the conclusions that^ Lee^Jlervey 
Oswald whs f the ^jjOl^assas&L:* t- 
The Attics ^ 

was f th'F toe :? aS&isin' 1 jSSrf if 
Gov, John Cpnnaljy of Texas, 
riding in frpnt. of 'the President, ; 
was wounded by the sampjjullet 
that wept ‘trough Mr. Kennedy’s 
: neck. &U* qi. : , . ,c a- . 

The critics' and the commission 
agree that Oswald could not hav^ 
shot both men’ with separate bul- 

-i « r *• ; • 



lets in the time avanaoie to nun 
as deterrmneaffrom movie film of 
the sho^tin^?- /'* *■'/£ 
Either a bank. .wound , which did 
not exit from Uie., President’s 
body,' or a 'front neck wound, 
could mean that other shots bad 
been fired "at the Governor by 
other marksmen. V* 

Dr. Boswell’s vie\ys, therefore, 
support the “single bulKCJtheory." 
_ However, hi wouldiot speculate 
outside the area of r the autopsy 
except to say that Governor Con- 
nally was probably wqunded in 
the body by fee neck bullet. 

Lodged In Left' Leg 
Theliullet thht lift thieFGovernor 
in the back shattered a. ife, ripped 
through a lung, exited, from his 
chest, shattered hlk'T^ght wrist 
and finally lodged in hip left leg 
abovfe the knee. - 

Dr. Boswell said, the bullet that 
struck the President in the neck 
“wouldn't have lost very much 
In terms of mass or velocity” and 
could -have passed through the 
Governor’s body since he was in 
a position to get -hit by it. 

He would not speculate on 
Whether the bullet could also have 
shattered the Governor’s wrist 
and have lodged in his leg. 

Nor would he comment on the 
bullet found ih Parkland Hospital 
in Dallas which is said to be the 



one that wounded both men. That 
bullet is almost totally intact. 

Those questions, he said, are 
for ballistics experts to deter- 
! mine. * 

The autopsy was performed the 
night of November 22, 1963. by 
Commander Boswell, Lt. Col. 
Pierre Finck, a wound-ballistics 
expert, and James J. Humes, 
overall chief of pathology and 
Commander Boswell’s superior. 

Dr. Boswell said the autopsy 
was routine in every respect, and 
that it included every activity 
which would accompany a med- 
ical-legal autopsy. 

He pointed out that, at the time, 
Oswald was still alive, and it was 
believed that the autopsy informa- 
tion would later be called upon in 
court proceedings. 

Dr. Boswell explained that a 
specific procedure is followed in 
^autopsies which is designed to 
cover every aspect of a death 
that might be the subject of in- 
quiry at a later date. 

He said the general physical 



condition of the President as well 
as the wounds, w£s noted in de-* 
tail with , micrdscopic slides and 
tissue 'specimens collected for fur- 
ther examination. 

Among thtrsIKtes, he said, were 
those of tissue at the neck wound 
which , indicated, by the presence 
of foreign substances such as fiber 
particles, that* tile woynd was one 

3 ®* ... . ,• 

Them, was.. yo .mention in the 
autopsy reports of these slides of 
wound, and Dr. Boswell could 
not explain why. 

Dr. Boswell said that the Presi- V 
dent’s , body" was subjected to a 
thorough * 7 external examination. 
All marks and scars, were notqd, 
including old surgical scars ’’ and 
surgical ,cuts made that day by 
Dallas doctors trying to 'save his 
life * /‘ ; 

The 1 pathologists had already 
been told of -the probable extent 
of tbn injuries and whht had been 
done py physicians in DaMai. 

- 4 jfa'hiife ‘ .... 

*f The wouhj' iit tbe^fiiroat was 
pot immediately evident at thV 
autopsy, m. Boswell said, ' 
of the trachofomy 
Dallas. 

He said the w 

of the neck was** noticed when the 
body was turned -over* It was a 
new discovery. ‘ ^ 

• According to the'mrfeb Com- 
mission testimony, Dallas physi- 
cians did not make a thorough 
examination of the President at 
first because of the evident seri- 
ousness of the massive head 
wound and.„the, necessity of im- 
mediate emergency procedures. 

- They believed the throat wound 
was an entrance wound and never 
did turn the body over to lobk for 
back wounds, even after the Pres- 



t* a 



ident died. -■ . 

;Dr. Boswell said that the 
tracheotomy incision Was exam- 
ined and extensive trauma was 
nbted on one side.. ; 

When the wound in the back of 
the neck was discovered and 
probed, by finger and by metal 
surgical probe, no bullet could 
be located. 

He said that the probing was to 1 
a depth of about 4 or 5 centi- 



meters. r . 

, Complete X-Rays * 

At this point, according to Dr. 
Boswell, complete x-rays of the 
entire body were ordered in an ef- 
fort to locate the bullet 
Dr. Boswell recalled that either 
he or one of the other patholo- 
gists made a remark to the effect 
that the bullet might have worked 
its way back out of the entrance 
wound. 

“This was a very transient 
thought,” he said, adding that he 
had never seen a case in which 
this had happened and therefore 



did not give this possibility mucn i 
weight 

What was more probable, he 
said, was the possibility of the 
| bullet’s being in some remote 
area of the body. 

He said that medical literature 
recounts many examples of wildly 
erratic paths taken by bullets that 
ricochet through the body, glanc- 
ing from bones and slipping along 
muscle planes. 

As an example,, he mentioned a 
case he examined where a bullet 
that entered the victim’s chest 
was located in a lower leg. 

The doctor said that retrieval of 
bullets, as well as the determina- 
tion of their paths, is extremely 
important in all forensic autopsies 
because of the legal necessity of 
linking wounds, bullets, weapons 
and assailants. 

Dr. Boswell said the x-rays 
were immediately examined by 
all three pathologists as well as 
by the radiologist who took them. 

He said the presence of bullets 
in an x-ray is unmistakable__be 



cause of the capacity of metal lo 
block the rays.* :jr r 

• He said there was no bullet in 
the body, although “minute par- 
ticles” could be discerned hi' the 
bead. * • r.i t ’ ^ *V \ 

Dr. Boswell said he is “abso- 
lutely” convinced that all of. these 
particles came from the bullet 
feat struck the President’s head, 



i-l 



Bullet In Stretcher 



Around this time, "according to 
the FBI report, the FBI observers 
infortned Dr. Humes that a pullet 
had' been recovered from a 
stretcher in the Dallas hospital. 

Dr. Boswell said that the autop- 
sy was resumed after the exami- 
nation qf the x-rays, the patholog- 
ists assuming that, unlikely as it 
seemed, the bullet had exited 
from the same hole it entered. 

He said that the autopsy 
proceeded routinely. According to 
the autopsy report, and confirmed 
by Dr.‘ ( Boswell, the Mernal ex- 
amhudiqnj repealed ... a • bruise in 
the ap&^gr^perrbost tip, of the 

! ^ere^as also a bruise of the 
parietal , pleqra, the membrane 
thaijlnes fee lung cage. 
J3r>J&6swell said be and his col- 
[qaguei decided, that, the -bullet 
had not made a superficial wound 
after all, but had passed above 
the area of the bruise. 

He said that neither the parietal 
>ieura nor the lung cage were dis- 
rupted, indicating that the lung 
cage had not been pierced. 

“We concluded that night that 
die bullet had. in fact, entered in 
the back of the neck, traversed 



the neck and exited anteriorly,'’ 
Dr. BoAwell said. " 

He said that a' telephone call 
made to the hospital in Dallas by 1 
bn Humes the following morning ' 
merely . confirmed what was al- ' 
ready a certainty to the pathdlo- 
gists — that there was a bullet 
wound in the President's neck at 
the point of the tracheotomy inci- 
sion. 

Dr. Boswell said it was impossi- 
ble to determine during autopsy if 
the throat wound was one of entry 
or exit because of the incision. 



Determination Unnecessary 
This determination was unne- 
cessary, he said, since the wound 
in the hack of the neck was deter- 
mined by observation and- micros- 
copic’ examination one of entry 
and because the’ path of the'1>ulfe! 
was determined' bV^'ttie^bniisi 
marks in the lung area 
. ■ Analysts wdr&ing for 'thtf 
ren Commission report elaiirf 
the precise li bullet patH f indic__._ 
in a'pnedical dravmg-^xhibit 385 
—is essential to the theory that* the 
neck bullet was ‘.the one that 
struck Govftnibr Co'nnally. , T, 
mg' shows a profile 



r Ttiis drai _ 
of,, the behd and rlgljt _ 
the esldentwith .theJmllet: _ 
»lndic^t§dby thick doited Uhe.^ 
;v)bf. Boswell said it was a scale 
drawing .based, on~a photOgrl 
taken of the President, when 
was alivb. He said the bullet path 
was drawn using data about the 
entry hole and the lung bruises 
obtained during the autopsy and 



the ’precise exit ^ound as defined 
by the Dallas physic-fans. ' * * f * ' v 
He saMrthat 'Dt’ Humes told 
iim, after arriving home,' that he 
decided to .write tAe “protocol," 
Dr final report, immediately after 
the autopsy^ and S,j so early in 
the morning frdr^f notes taken at 

the adtopsy and from his- recol- 
lections. ,f ; ‘ V | , ••« - 

Later' that' day, Novemb* : 
Dr. Humes and Dr ’.Boswell we 
over the rough {haft and com- 
pleted the ‘protocol' in its final 
form. V ‘ ‘ ’5- 

Before. ..this, an, incident took 
place ,'mat, has 'Seated much 
controversy ."Dr. Hi ines destroyed 
’‘certain preliminaitf draft notes" 
by burning them in hia fire place. 

original Served ( 

( pr. Boswell $aid that all origin 
nai notes were preserved, as. Jar 
a».,-be knows, and were turned 
pver to National Archives. He 
said the things ’ tha^ were, burned 
were copies of thj protocol as 
thby were revised. .f 

On November 24,, (the final pro-' 



tocol was. typed upnsigneu uy <m 
three p^thoIbgistslUnd" handed 
over v .l^r^drii; GeorA G? Burkley, 1 
President Kennedy tjphyidah. ~ . 

^metime later. -pn additional 
Report containing microscopic ex- 
amination data— but not the speci- 
mens of the wbund-lwas also sub- 
mitted. * ? - :i • ; j r * r 

The FBI account ^jf the autopsy 
is dated hlovemberfjzs, four days 
after the examination. 

It refers to a batjs wound, but 
this, according to | {Dr. Boswell, 
can be a laymen’s observation of 



an area just below the shoulder 
line that, to a physician, is still 
the neck region! W i 

Mote 1 distfirbm^Iy^il; recounts i 
the incident during which the exit ; 
wound was ciundiscovered and 
leaves, unchanged, a statement in | 
which Dr. Humes concluded the . 
bullet had worked itself cut of the | 
same hole it had entered. 

< - f Story Left Unchanged 
1* Dr. Boswell said' that, at the 
time, he paid no attention to the 
presence of the FBI agents but 
that he can only conclude that 
they either did ,not . understand 
what later took place,’, or. else left 
before the lung contusions were 
discovered. , ‘ 

Dr. Boswell saidtyiat he first 
saw the photographs- taken at the 
autopsy when 1 they Wre turned 
over to the Nadonal 1 Archives on 
November 1] ju a I 'fa* its ) 

He said that they show clearly 
exactly n where the ( bullet entry 
was. .The pictures are absolutely 
Identifiable by inventory , num- 
bers, by the ^recollection of the 
pathologists, anti by the inclusion 
in’ several pictures, of (he face of 
the President. 

f.On the autopsy sketch drawn by 
Dr. Boswell are computations to 
locate the neck’ wound * by mea- 
surement . u.i! - 

Dr. Boswell used, as' places of 
reference, the right: acronmion 
process— the highest point on the 
shoulder bone that ' can be felt 
near the joir\t of the shotilder and 
collar bone " — and the mastoid 
prominence— the base of -the bone 
just behind the ean 
He said these were standard re- 



ference points used in an .h cases. 

He placed the wound at the in- 
tersection of ,14 inch arcs de- 
scribed from these reference 
points. * 

He said yesterday that he 
thought he had used a vertebra as 
a third reference point, but that 
this did not appear in the autopsy 
report or in the sketch. 

The sketch itself would normal 
ly have been thrown away,- he 
said, in any case but this one. 
j "We didn’t anticipate this would 
'have become as important as it 
did," he said. 

Holes La Shirt 

He called it a "scratch sheet" 
that would have been replaced, in 
other cases, with a photograph to 
supply the pictorial element 

Dr. Boswell also offered an ex- ^ 
planation of another controversial J 
point 

The shirt and jacket worn by 
the President on November 22, ’ 
1963, have holes in the back at 
approximately the place indicated 
in his autopsy diagram. 

Dr. Boswell said this was only 
coin % lental. \ 

He said that the President ac- 
cording to movie films, had his 
arm raised, waving at the 
crowds, when - he was shot. This 1 
movement would have raised his 
coat and shirt resulting in bullet 
holes lower in the clothing than c 
were indicated by the wound. 

the clothing had been removed l 
from the President’s body in Dal- 
las, he said, before it was flown 
to Bethesda for the autopsy. 



